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I am happy to write an introductory note/foreword for this 
edition of the Indian Concrete Journal and take this opportunity 
to wish you all the very best of health.

Concrete has gone through great changes and that too at an 
extremely fast pace, and I consider it a privilege to have had an 
opportunity to be part of some of them, in the last few decades. 
Journals such as the ICJ, which have a long history have also 
witnessed and reported on some of them! 

With technology seeping into every facet of our lives today, 
there is much that will continue to evolve, and the area of 
construction materials and their use is no exception. Use of 
different admixtures in concrete and a better understanding of 
the hydration process has given us a tremendous opportunity 
in developing new cementitious materials with emphasis on 
durability, economy and sustainability. 

Across the world, professional bodies and different stakeholders 
have joined hands and worked together to achieve excellence 
in development of appropriate tools for research and 
dissemination of results through a rigorous peer review. India is 
no exception and journals such as the ICJ have a very important 
responsibility in this regard. Though cement science recognizes 
no barriers, its application in different parts of the world needs 
to be done keeping in mind the local conditions. In fact this 
recognition should guide further research and create interesting 
breakthroughs.

I would also like to emphasize the multi-disciplinary nature of 
research in the area of cementitious construction materials and 
ask the Indian concrete fraternity to keep this in mind while they 
work to better understand cement and concrete. Development 
of appropriate test methods to measure precisely and reliably 
is yet another area that requires careful attention. I must also 
emphasise the importance of team-work in creating and using 
good quality construction material – it simply cannot be an 
individual effort. All stakeholders – academicians, cement 
manufacturers, construction agencies, and professional bodies 
need to understand each other’s strengths and weaknesses, 
and work together. I have tried to follow these simple rules 
in my work and have never been disappointed by the results. 
They held me in very good stead as I worked through different 
projects across the world.   

I hope you will enjoy this present special edition with papers 
highlighting both the rigorous research and the need 
for understanding of principles such as productivity and 
construction engineering, giving a glimpse of the diversity 
in the field of development and applications of cementitious 
construction materials. 
 
Best Regards,
Surendra P. Shah
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